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Land That Was to Be Open to the Com
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EFORE the bar ef public opinion
throughout civilized world
Belgium stands arraigned for

rtamflrjs atrocities committed upon the
natives of the Congo over
which Ring of Belgians
wields undisputed and practically

sway Whatever may be SHW or
thought of the truth of the charges of
cruelty and oppression the attitude of
Frlslizn In this strangely constituted
gwernnc7it the product of an alleged
benevolent regard for the welfare of the
nat VM sad the progress of civilization
Is certainly anomalous and probably
without the sustaining force of loge
right

When the Congo State came into
being in 1MB as the result df the con-

ference of world powers held at
It was heralded as a triumph of beneii
cence It was supposed and freely
promised that the arid civilization of
roMthorn Africa tended and
the solicitude of the powers
bom and blossom as the rose Never
has the white mans burden been taken
up with such entire enthusiasm never
it may be added has it been borne with
more of profit to the shrewd

The white man In the Congo Free
State may be bearing the white mans
burden Indeed we have his untarnished
word that he the luckless wight
of darker hue Is bearing the white man
and the burden also Nobody seems to
entertain much doubt about that

The cruelties said to have been prac-

ticed by the representatives of the B
glnn government nnd their native allies
make up though another story It
be tru5 barbarism had something to
learn of modern civilization even along

Brutality slavery In its worse aspects
mutilation the murder of the innocent
the destruction of whole villages these
are some of the charges that are pre
ferred and that have been substantiated-
by the direct testimony purporting to
reflect truthfully the Impressions of

experience of many observers

Responsibility Indicated
The charges are circumstantial names

dates and places are given responsibil-
ity is at least indicated The govern
ments of Groat Britain and the United
States have been earnestly besought to
investigate the situation through tho
agency of some Impartial tribunal Bel-

gium has professed herself entirety will-

Ing that such an investigation should be
made but nothing has yet been done

The appeal for governmental
of the alleged atrocities was made

in this country by the conference of
societies which assembled in

Washington last April In a lengthy
document presented to the Senate and
referred to the on Foreign
Relations the charges arc set forth at
length and specific Instances of cruelty
and oppression are cited to sustain them

That this country is entitled to know

the truth concerning the administra
tion of affairs in the Congo Freo State

took In the launching of that country

pealed professions that its
In the ceremony was not formal

or merely but in line with
and expressive of its sympathy with the

to extend civilizing
dark races and to brighten up with the
flow of civilization the dark places of

sa lbrowed Africa
The quotation Is from an address

by the lato Sir Henry M Stan-

ley It is characteristic of the glowing
hopes of the mon and women who

over the birth of this new state
and in violent contrast with tho com

mentades of those who are now engaged-
in dJslikterestcd work among its great
and helpless population n

The government known as the Inde-
pendent State of the Congo was unique
In Its origin It came into bolng by an
act of an assembly representing all the
nations of the Western World In the
original movement looking toward the
cr tlon of this government Leopold
King of the Belgians bore a leading
part and it was he who invited tho

to assemble at Berlin In MS6-

V A company of geographers travelers
and philanthropists representing a num
bn of European countries had been
called together by him in September
1S7C

The First Organization-
By this conference an organization

known as the International African
Afcsoclatalon was constituted A few
years later a society was organized for
a purpose described by one of its

that of studying what might
be made of the Congo River and 1U
basin This society including at first
representatives of several European
countries of prominence in commer-
cial and monetary world soon came

exclusively under Belgian control
Having the officers with the origi-

nal international association It soon
practically superceded that organization
and though in no true sense interna-
tional it renamed Itself the Internation-
al Association of tho Congo

After some years spent in visits of
to the Cotigo State the a p

elation reported that it had into
treaty relations with more than 460

chiefs of the Congo territory sought
j recognition as a quasipolitical power

Other plans found favor with certain
European powers A treaty was tents

half ltlvol concluded between England and
tjn Portugal Involving large recognition of

An h tights of the latter country In west
w
lu 1 aerr tlonl association appealed strong
act Tli our own in tho inter
tlon r opposition this treaty and to

Mr PrE form of agreement unsatls
chair tory a result

secure appeal after favorable recom
fUr d tlon by President Arthur the

united States Government on April 22
1W4 granted recognition to the aMocln-
tlon m the following terms

In harmony with the traditional
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icy of tho United States which enjoins
a proper regard for the commercial In
terests of their citizen while at
the same time avoiding interference with
controversies between other powers as
well as alliances with other nations the
Government of the United States an-
nounces Its sympathy with and approval
of the humane and benevolent purposes
of the International Association of Con
go administering as it does the inter
ests of the free states there established
and will order tho officers of the United
States both on land and sea to recog-
nize the flag of the international associa
tion as tho flag of a friendly govern-
ment

This action takon at this critical
Juncture proved determinative of the Is
sue presented In the claims preferred by
the International association The gov-
ernment of Germany soon assumed a
favorable attitude The AngloPortu
guese treaty was withdrawn

were made with the association of
Great Britain and other powers Mean
while a conference In which fourteen
states wore represented including the
American Go eminent was convened at
Berlin as a result of which In January
1S85 definite sanction was given to the
establishment of a free state In tho
basin of the Congo and principles reg-
ulative of Its powers wore adopted Six
months later on the 1st of August 1SJS
the association adopted formally the
new title of the Independent State of the
Congo Thus a new state of which
Leopold II was recognized as sovereign
and sole administrator was constituted
Such is the remarkable story of the
way by which an individual attained-
to power unlimited by Internal legisla
tive or Judicial restraint over a terri-
tory four times as great as that of
France or tho German empire

Territory and People
The Independent State of the Congo

includes a territory upward of a million
square miles in extent Having a front-
age of about 400 miles upon the Atlantic
coast It broadens vastly in the Interior
comprising nearly all the basin of the
Congo River This great river second
only to the Amazon in the volume of
its waters with innumerable tributary
streams both enriches the land and
affords access to all sections of the great
area

The climate in the coast district is un
favorable for protracted residence but
the elevated plateaus of the interior dis
tricts offer an attractive temperature
and conditions in general favorable to
health Grazing for cattle is found on
tho grassy plains and the timber lands
when cleared proved at once reasonably
fertile producing the vegetables common
in our markets while the forests abound-
in tropical fruits Tho most valuable
product of the forest is supplied by the
India rubber vine the Independent State
of the Congo leading all other sections-
of the earth in its supply of this com-
mercial product It Is evident that the
resources of the country rightly con
served and developed would secure for
it wealth indefinitely great and a cor
responding position In the worlds com-
merce

The native peoples of many tribes andlanguages are variously estimated as
numbering between 30000000 and 30
000000 The earliest white visitors to
the country give pleasant testimony to
the traits of native character As a rulethey wore welcomed and found the peo-
ple ready to receive instruction In cer
tain sections considerable progress had
been made in the development of thearts Doctor Hinde for example who
accompanied the expedition of Baron
Dhanls for the overthrow of the Arab
slave speaks of his surprise In
finding masons brlckmakers agrlc
culturlsts and Ironworkers Independ
ence alertness of mind curiosity and
readiness to adopt new customs are
noted by travelers as characteristics of
the people In no country has mission-
ary work found a people more hospitable-
or more responsive-

A Breach of Contract
The of the Independent

State of the Congo undeniably has fol
lowed a course which Involves appar-
ently a central breach of faith with thepowers creating it and with the native
people whom It was appointed to serve
The root of administrative evils in the
government of the Independent State of
the Congo Is in its monopolization of the
territory and the resources of the state

The astonishing claim loading to this
action is now traceable in a document
issued July 1 j 5 which at the time
was supposed to be dictated by con
cern for the rights of the nathes It
declared that no one may dispossess
any native of lands occupied by him
rdding that all vacant land is con-
sidered as belonging to the state
Later through successive public edicts
it became clear that tho term vacant
was to be Interpreted as meaning all
territory in the state with the excep
tion of the sites of the native villages
and the gardens of such villages Thus
was consummated without offer of
compensation to the natives this ap
propriation by the government of all
the vast Congo territory wave the little
areas occupied by villages and gardens

Certain monopolist companies have
been created in which the King has
controlling financial interest eIther
through ownership of a majority of the
stock or through demands upon the
revenues but more than fcOOOOO acros
nro set apart as belonging to the

domains prlve of the King Forest
and plaint hill and valley the river and
its affluents are his private possession

And tine claim applies not simply to
the territory but all products of this
Immense region native or developed by
cultivation are claimed as the Kings
personal property even the produce of
the gardens Tho natives may not trade
in these products they may only bring
them to tho Kings agents for auch
compensation ns the agents choose to
a low
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VICTIMS OF BRUTALITY OF CONGO RULERS

Natives whose hands have been severed from their bodies as punishment for their failure to bring in the re
quired amount of rubber

1t
¬

claims to the evils from which the land
is suffering is easily traced The

of the country must be collected
by the natives and all true motive for
Industry having been destroyed no re
sort remains but that of compulsion A
body of annei men is required for en-
forcement of Kings will This body
must be seemed through raids upon
the native tribMt and the more savage
tribes are chosen by preference The
Captives are taken far from their
homes and after a time of restraint
are commissioned for the appointed
service This force publlquo In 1SOC

crab a force of 00 men six years
later it had more than doubled In
numbers In addition to this native
force the monopolist companies are al-

lowed to raise auxiliary forces and
savage tribes are made the allies of
the state for prosecution of the same
ends This force as a whole Is now
bolleved to comprise a body of 30000

menThe character of the work of these
men is Indicated in the words of M
Edouard Pickard a member of the

senate Their ferocity equals that
of a pack of hounds hunting their

Unrestrained by natural
ef compassion held severely re-

sponsible tor securing at any cost the
appointed tributes from the people

by men incited to their task by
promise of bountfes proportionate to
the results obtained these barbaric
hordes are let loose upon the people
Their representative In the villages is

the sentry whose work is to secure
tho appointed levy of rubber or other
products and who Is practically without
restraint upon his savage propensities
He Is described by one visitor to the
country as a daredevil aboriginal arm-
ed with a rule his power limited only
by such repression as the government
chooses to use It was of these men
Mr Glare wrote

The black soldiers are bent on light
ing and raiding they want no peaceful
settlement They have good rifles and
ammunition realize their superiority-
over the natives with their bows
rows and they want to shoot and kill
and rob whether the victim
be man woman or child and no matter
how defenseless

Agenta Are Helpless-

It should be borne In mind that the
subordinate agents of government If
continuing in its service are made prac-
tically helpless Receiving Instruction
to furnish a given number of soldiers
and a certain of rubber with
the understanding that they must

whatever means are necessary
they know of no methods adequate for
tho end except those involving appeal
to fear Mr Glare says that most
officers are averse to the India rubber
regime of the state but the laws

It It would be unjust not to rec-

ognize that the conditions prevailing
have aroused distress Tn men connected
with the government yet it is to be
feared that it is only a tow of those
who have the Interest of tile people at
heart and these powerless to stem
tho tide of oppressloh The punishment
of subordinates whether soldiers or
white officers even If honestly attempt-
ed would not reach the evil The fault
is not their primarily It belongs to
tho system and to the authority respon-
sible for the establishment and enforce-
ment of that system Proofs of Indi-

vidual guilt become of conse-
quence as compared with the question
as to the essential character arid the
certain results of the system which the
government of the state has ordained

Concession of right Implllcltly involves
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an admission of obligation The great
treaty powers have continuing rights as
supervisors and directors Jn the enter-
prise conducted by the The ICing
is trustee to execute the powers
conferred by the treaty and is answer
able to them for the Vise of tho powers in
trusted to him Is It too much to say that
the great powers of the west are under
obligation to communicate with the
ruler of the Independent State of the
Congo concerning the statements re
lating to his rule apparently supported
and to take such measures as will guar
antee to these unhappy people tho rights
established for them In the treaty of
Berlin This right and responsibility
belonging to other nations will be recog
nized as belonging to our own American
Government

Charges Tax Credulity
The charges that have been made al

most Incomprehensibly horrible as some
of them are have been made by re-
putable and responsible men They are
met with denials but they are follow-
ed by charges of like character In un
diminished number nnd horror-

It Is not well to accept implicitly
which If true cast the blight of

hideous dishonor upon a sovereign
king and a sovereign state but certain
ly It is not well either to disregard them
or suffer them to pass Unchallenged
Neither will a perfunctory denial answer
the purpose

Within my own knowledge writes
the Rev E B SJoblon fortyfive

were altogether burned down I
passed through twentyeight abandoned
villages The natives had left their
places to go farther Inland In order
to separate themselves from the white
men they go part of the way down the
river or else they cross the river Into
French territory Sometimes the natives
are obliged to pay a large Indemnity The
chiefs often have to pay with brass
wire and slaves and if the slaves do
not make up the amount their
are sold to pay I was told that by a
Belgian officer Native of
course are the sentries referred to by
Consul Plckersglll are placed In the
villages The sentinels see that the
other natives work They are forced to
build large houses for these sentinels
and have to leave their places and try
to find other places farther away The
sentinels themselves have told me this-
I have been in the towns and seen it
myself In the morning the sentinels
will go to and fro In the towns to see
that no man stays behind Only a few
slaves are allowed to stay at home be
sides the women and children Often
they say that they have been told by
a commissary that If they saw a man
staying behind In the village they must
shoot him

I will give you an instance of a man
I saw shot right before my eyes In mo
of my Inland Journeys when I had gone-
a little farther perhaps than the com-
missary expected mo to go I saw some-
thing that perhaps ho would not have
liked me to see It was at a town called
Ibcra one of tho cannibal towns to
which no white man hod ever been be-
fore 1 reached it at sunset after the
natives had returned from the various
places In which they had been looking
for India rubber They gathered to
gether In a great crowd being curious
to see a white man Besides they had
heard I had some good news to toll
them which camo through the gospel

I Murder and Mutilation
When that largo crowd gathered and

I was fust ready to preach the sentinels
rushed In among them to seize an old
man They dragged him aside a little
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from the crowd and the senUnel in
charge came to me and said I want
to shoot this man because he has been
in the river fishing today He has not
been on the river for India rubber I
told him I have not authority to stop
you because I have nothing to do with
these palavers but the people arc here
to hear what I have to say to them and
I dont want you to do it before my
eyes He said All right I will kep
him in bounds then until tomorrow
morning when you have gone then 1
will kill him But a few minutes after
ward tho sentinel came in a rage to the
man and shot him right before my eyes
Then he charged his rifle again and
pointed It at tho others who all rushed
away like chaff before the wind He
told a little boy 8 or 9 years of age to
go and cut off the right hand of the man
who had been shot The man
quite dead and when he felt the knife
he tried to drag his hand away The
boy after some labor cut the hand off
and laid it by a fallen tree A little later
this hand was put on a fire to smoke
before being sent to the commissary-

All except the old chiefs etc are
forced to go away and work rubber It
Is very difficult for the natives to get It
It has been difficult from the very be
ginning They have to wade in marshes
1 have seen them often when they pass
ed They have knives in their hands
and they cut until the sap drops drop
by drop and they stand In the water
It is difficult for them to work close to
their own towns but ns they have to
bring a large amount they have to cut
the trees constantly until they dry up
Then they go to another place and

by they will have to go still farther
inland where the state is not yet light
ing the natives nnd they have to stay
away many days at a time

The sentinel told me that the natives
there are not able to carry any food
with them and it often happens that
they stay away for days at a time and
that they die In the marshes of fainting
and starvation The sentinels are from
the wildest tribes They were wild al-

ready but when they get to this work
they are many times worse They are
really small kings in the towns and
they often kill the people for the sake
of India rubber They often rob and
steal and plunder and take whatever
they can get hold of At the beginning
when I saw that I told the commissary
about It but he turned In anger on me
and in the preser 20 of the soldiers said
that he would expel me from the town
If I meddled with matters of that kind

Death Tax for Laziness

If the rubber does not reach the full
amount required the sentinels attack
the natives They kill some and bring
the fihnds to the commissary Others
are brought to the commissary as pris
oners Hundreds are constantly taken
down in large steamers Lying In the
steamers there are the dead bodies of
prisoners who arc being taken down to
the resist At the beginning they came
with their smoked hands The sentinels-
or else the boys In attendance on them
put these hands on i little kiln and
after they had been smoked they by
and by put them on the top of the rub
ber baskets I have on many occasions
seen thIs done

At one time I went to an inland lake
several miles wide The natives told me
I was the first white man who Had
seen It Under the shadows of palms
and plantain I saw the villager I saw
somebody coming alone and looking at
what was going on As he met me h
said What am I to do Tho rubber
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Nameless and Hideous Cruelties Perp
trated the Class on
V the Helpless Blacks-

A Tax in Severed Hands Levied Upon th
Luckless Laborers Who Fail to

v

Bring in Rubber

00 4

does not roach a large somo
of the pooplo have run away and those
who are left refuse to brln t n tull
amount And thou he told mn the
amount these people had to brlnt
commlr arles lower down the river do
not know how many people there are in
a village They put on a small village
as large an amount as on a big village
In this case it was impossible for the
people to collect the required amount

From thin village I wont on t
whore I met a man who pointed-

to a basket and said to me Look I
have only two hands He meant there
were nnt enough to make up for the
rubber he had not oroushL He had
several prisoners tied to the trees They
were waiting to be taken away Whet
I came back some of the villages w re
in an uproar The people were leaving
their homes and rushing to the forest
When I reached the river I turnery
round and saw that the people had
large hammocks Jn which they were
gathering the rubber to l e taken to the
commissary I also s v smoked hands
and the prisoners waiting to be taken
down to tho commissary

That Is only one of the places in
which these practices occur There is a
small in a stream at Man
tamba The people had not been abe
to bring the full amount of rubber The
officers with some soldiers went along
thorn Several of the natives were kJH
ed I saw the dead bodies floating on
the lake with the right hands elf and
the officer told me when I came back
why they had been kltlfd It was for
the rubber In fact the officers have
always freely told me about the
who were killed and always In connec
tion with India rubber In one village
which I passed through I saw two
three men on the wayside quite recently
killed about an hour before The senti
nel who had to oversee the gathering of
the rubber told me they had killed the
men because they had not brought
the rubber When I crossed the stream
1 saw some dead bodies hanging down
from branches in the water As I turn-
ed my face away at the horrible sight
one of the native corporals who was fol-
lowing us down said Oh that Is noth
ing a few days ago I returned from a
fight and I brought the white man 10
hands and they are thrown in the
riverAt Lake Montumba later on in 1S

the natives after they had begun to get
India rubber close to the lake found
hostile tribes with poisoned arrows The
natives could not get far enough for
their India rubber Two or three days
after a fight a dead mother was found
with two of her children The mother
was shot and the right hand was taken
off On one side was the elder child
also shot and the right hand also taken
off On the other side was the younger
child with the right hand cut off but
the child still living was resting against
the dead mothers breast The dark

was seen by four other mission-
aries I myself saw the child The na-

tives had begun xo out off the left hand
but seeing their mistake they left It
and cut oft the right hand instead

Cannibals Are Employed
One of the most scathing denunciations

of affairs In the Congo is made in a com-

munication from the Rev W M Morri
son an American minister
and missionary to the British foreign
office He says

In the months of August and Septem
ber of the year 1S99 occurred about three
days from CLuebo one of the most
shameful affairs that has come within
my knowledge By way of explanation-
It Is necessary to soy that at the state
post of Luluaburg which is about five
days march from Luebo is located a
large village of people called Zappo
Zapps

They are cannibals and brought
from far to the east and settled there-
by a state officer named Paul Le Marmot
about the your 1SOO Ever since their
coming to Ljtluaburg have been a
terror to the whole surrounding district
In fact having guns and being known
to be cannibals and very brave warriors
they have all these years been the great
slave dealers and slave raiders of
district Perhaps half of the 70CW or
8000 people at Luebo who have been
are now slaves have been caught by the
ZappoZapps In their numerous raids
Quite a large number have been caught
by the soldiers while a goodly number
have been by the famous state

friendly at Lusambo named Penis
Mutambo

Some few have been caught In petty
tights between villagers The state must
of necessity know of the many thou-

sands of slaves who have passed and are
now pawing through the hands of th-

ZappoZapps The only possible explan-

ation is that the state and the Zappo
Zapps many of whom by the way are
my personal friends are In alliance In

the matter Up to the time I left Luebo
slaves caught in the regions to the east
of Luliiaburg and Lusambo are alm wt
dally exposed for sale and always b
the ZappoZapps Either the latter them-
selves have done the raiding or it has
been done by some of the sepoys about
Lusambo who have then sold slaves
to the ZappoZapps

This digression from the incident
which I am proceeding to narrate was
necessary in order to more fully explain
who the ZappoZapps are and what is
their relation to the state The circum-
stances bristly stated are these

Chiefs Were Butchered
I During the last days of July 1SS9 or
about that time news reached us at
Luebo that a large band of Zappo
Zapps under a famous warrior chief
named Mlumba Nkusa was proceeding
into the Bena Planga country not far
from one of our mission stations in or
der to collect tribute and get stores for
the state Upon hearing this news I
wrote at once to our missionary at
IbanJ the Rev W H Sheppard F R
Q S warninG him to be on the lookout
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for trouble He had not long to w
for soon the news began t TCP
from the region only on day fr m
station that the ZappoZapps hd rs
fished themselves in strorg stnrki
near a village named Cbtnyama fo
which they were almost dally F m
forth to catch slaves demand tr t u
from villagers and kill all wh 2 r
oppose them This condition of ifTal
went on uninterrupted by the offlrr j

Luluaburg though only four or n
most five days distant The grf f

terror prevailed throughout thr w

region extending even as far a 1

and beyond Many thousands of p p
had deserted their villages tnd C ithe forests for safety

At last word came to Mr Shrpjxu
that the ZappoZapps bad treacfcf sl
invited a large number of the prirrcfr
chiefs of region to come insane th

and that there they hlshot down without quarte The
sign then asked Mr Sheppard wL
also a friend of many r f the
Zapps to go and careftriy invrst it
the whole affair taking with him sera
reliable native men who could if
essary corroborate the statements fc

madeMr Sheppard s w along the way sn-
erar burned villages also some wurde
persons He reached wellarrargc
stockade and was received in a frlrnll
way by Mlumba Nkuea and his c

more followers Inside the sto kcd
Mr Sheppard sew and counted e hty
one human hands slowly drying over
fire Outside the stockade he r unte
more than tworscore bodies plied in
heap Some of these bodies had th
flesh carved from the legs Ipon askin
what this meant he was informed b
Mlumba Nkusa that his people ha
eaten the flesh Mr Sheppard also sat
several Alblni rifles and a pistol wit
cartridges all of which natives are frbidden to have Mlumba Nkusa sal
plainly that he had been sent by th
state officer at Luluaburg and that h
had already to him Sixtee
islapes

Mr Morrison says that no punishmen-
of any kind save perhaps two or thre
weeks imprisonment was ever
out to anyone on account of this butch
err

British Consuls Report
Roger Casement British cuts ui to th

Congo who has made an extended in-

vestigation of conditions as they cbtali
in that region has reported the result
of his investigation to Lord Lansdowne
The report shows the existence of
almost beyond the power of the mind t
conceive and brutalities unimaginable

Mr Casement interrogated a nambe
of the natives their hands
from their arms In every case thes
men and women ascribed the mutilation
to the ferocity of the village sentries
who are native soldiers maintained in
each of the villages fr the purpose of
enforcing the gathering of rubber The
consul took the statements of a number-
of these unhappy persons and of others
who claimed to have suffered from the
wrath of the soldiers Here Is tho state-
ment of a woman described as T T one
of the latter-

I way born at K K AftEr my
died my mother and I went

When we returned to K K
soon after that P Q came to fight with
us because of rubber K K did not
want to take rubber to the white man
We and our mothers ran away very far
into the bush The Bula MatadI sol
diers were very strong and they fought
hard one soldier was killed and they
killed one K K man Then the
white man said let us go home and
they went home and then we too came
cut of the bush This was the first
After that another fighting took place
I my mother grandmother and my sis-
ter we ran away into the bush The
soldiers came and fought us and left
the town and followed us into the bush
When the soldiers came into the bush
near us they were calling my mother by

and I was going to answer but
my mother put her hand to my

stop me Then they went to another
side and then we left that place an
went to another When they called my
mother if she had not stopped me from
answering we would all have been killed
then A great number of our people
were killed by the soldiers The frlftvls
who were left buried the dead bodies
and there was very much wevpng

The Fighting Renewed
After that there was not any fight

ing for some time Then the soldiers
came again to light with us and we
ran into the bush but really came
to light with M M They killed a
lot of M M people and then
soldier came out to K K and the
K K people killed him with a sp

when the other soldiers heard that
their friend was killed they came in a
largo number and followed us into tee
bush Then the soldiers fired a gun
and some people were killed
that they saw a little bit of my moth-
ers head and the soldiers ran quirky
toward the place where we were and
caught my grandmother my mother
my sister and another little one

than us Several of the
argued about my mother because each
wanted her for a wife so they finally
decided to kill her They killed her
with a gun they shot her through the
stomach and she tell when I saw
tha I cried von much because th y
killed my mother and grandmother aud-
I was left alone My mother was n r
to the time of her confinement at that
time And they killed my grandmother
too and I saw It all done They took
hold of my sister and asked whore htr
older slater was and she said She
has Just run away They said Vail
her She called me but I was tuo
frightened and would not answer und I
ran and went away and came out at
another place and I could not
much because my throat was very sore

Continued on Page Twelve
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